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 Several scoring systems have been developed to 

determine the likelihood of CTO PCI technical 

success and the potential difficulty of the procedure. 

 

 The Japanese CTO (J-CTO) score is the most widely 

applied and accepted score used to assess complexity, 

which is based on the presence of certain 

angiographic characteristics. 



Although this scoring system is usually considered as a model to 

predict the difficulty of CTO PCI, it is originally developed to 

predict successful guidewire crossing within 30 min. 
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GW crossing within 30 min was observed in only 54% of CTO lesion 

with J-CTO score 0.   
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Summary 

 Study population and inclusion criteria of clinical studies are 

strongly associated with the results of scoring systems. 

Parameters in each scoring system are acceptable and understandable 

to predict procedural success. However, they have not been still perfect 

because the strategy in CTO PCI has dramatically changed over the 

years with growing expertise and procedural volume. 

Dr. Katoh said he needed more than 200 parameters to predict the 

procedural success… 

For beginners, CTO scores may be effective for scheduling procedure 

and preventing complication.  




